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(extra-large rootignt, shower, tnree-way Triage,
outboard water tank, too-small gas locker,
glaring stripes and decals?).

It will be a mass-produced item, but very
fit for purpose, and at a guess, about 90 per
cent of motorcaravans sold in the UK must
be made this way. If you are lucky enough to
find a small company that will build a ‘van to
your specification you will have the advantage
of choosing your layout, materials, fittings and
accessories down to the last detail. You can
search for the base vehicle of your choice and
may be able to take advantage of a dealer’s
special offer at a particular time, and order
from the vehicle manufacturer’s price list at a
great saving, including your choice of extras.
This may give you a considerable saving on the
total price of the ‘van.

In the 21St century there are no bad vans. But
| needed a vehicle that was my sole means of
transport and reasonably economical to run. It
therefore had to be pleasurable to drive, safe,
reliable, fuel-efficient, comfortable, and with a
long service life.

With good experience with a wide range
of Renault cars over the years - Renault’s
atrocious advertising notwithstanding - the
good reports in the motorcaravan press of the
new Trafic made it top banana.

There are old Trafics around, which have
covered enormous mileages and the new type
is a gargantuan leap forward on the old. It has
a superb specification. In addition, Renault
has an automotive manufacturing capacity
unequalled by most — from heavy trucks,
military vehicles, tractors, cars, to F1 racers.

selling my old Ducato-based camper
privately, | then traded my car for a new Trafic at
one of Sir Arnold Clark’s Renault dealerships.

WHAT IS THE TRAFIC LIKE?
One of the great things about the Trafic is the
vast choice available to the purchaser: short,
long, high, low, crew, or platform; eight and
sixteen valve diesel; fixed or variable geometry
turbochargers; five or six-speed manual or
automatic. There is even a petrol engine variant.
The range of options is wide and reasonably
priced, with the long wheelbase high roof
costing only £1600 more than the short
wheelbase low roof. This long wheelbase high
roof with the 1.9-litre engine was chosen,
economy being the main requirement, not
speed (although, in fact, this unit can move the
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